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PRELIMINARY PLANS RECOMMENDATION  
EMBRACE CHURCH BUILDING TEAM 

 
Below is the recommendation from the Building Team for preliminary  

building plans and a plan for funding the construction project.  
 
 
 
1. PRELIMINARY BUILDING PLANS: The Building Team recommends construction of 
a structure that is roughly 16,388 SQF with a total estimated cost of $3.4 million.  (Details 
on page 3) 
 
2. FUNDING FOR BUILDING PROJECT: The Building Team recommends that 
Embrace Church begin a giving initiative in Fall 2018 to fund the estimated total project of 
$3.4 million. This will require raising a minimum of $2 million over a two-year season of 
intentional giving, beginning in October 2018 and ending in December 2020.  (Details on 
page 6) 
 

 
 
These preliminary plans were presented and approved by the Embrace 
Church Executive Team on Monday August 13th.   
 
They were then presented on August 16th to the UMC Montgomery-Opelika 
District Board on Church Location and Buildings and were approved on 
August 21st.   
 
These preliminary plans are now put before the church body and will be voted 
on by the members of Embrace Church immediately following the worship 
gathering on Sunday September 23rd.  Everyone is invited and welcome 
but only Embrace members will be voting.   
 
Voting “yes” to accept these preliminary plans allows the Building Team to 
continue working towards final building plans and to move forward with the 
giving initiative for funding the project.  Once final building plans and funding 
plans are developed, the church will have one final vote before breaking 
ground.   



	 3	

DETAILS OF PRELIMINARY BUILDING PLANS 
 
The Building Team selected Stacey Norman Architects, Inc. of Auburn, AL in 
May 2018 and in June began work on the initial “programming phase”.  The 
following preliminary details are the results of this first programming design 
phase. 
 
 
 
 
FRONT ELEVATION RENDERING 
 

 
 

TOTAL ESTIMATED PROJECT COST:  $3,400,000 
$3,000,000 Construction Costs 
  Includes Site Development; Structural, Electrical and Civil  

Engineering, materials and all other construction expenses   
 *Based on $185/ SQF average commercial rate of like construction 

$200,000 Architectural Fees (6.7% Construction Cost) 
$200,000 Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment 

 
THESE NUMBERS ARE PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES AND WILL CONTINUE 
TO FLUCTUATE THROUGH THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION PROCESS. 
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SITE LAYOUT, 2142 NORTH COLLEGE STREET 
 

 
 
 

SITE LAYOUT DETAILS 
• Allows for 220 parking spaces 
• Front building entrance facing northbound traffic on North College Street 
• Open front lawn with terraced green space for outdoor play and events 
• Potential playground location in northeast corner of property 
• Main entrance located on southwest of property 
• Potential future entrance/exit on northwest of property 
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PRELIMINARY BUILDING LAYOUT 
 

 
 
PROPOSED 16,300 GROSS SQUARE FOOT STRUCTURE PROVIDING FOR: 
 

• 275 seat worship space  
o Multi-functional space where chairs can be moved/stored in closet 
o Seats 160 with round tables 

• Kids ministry areas for up to approximately 125 kids from newborn to 5th grade 
• Youth and Elementary Ministry to co-share space (“The Road” for Sunday mornings 

and Embrace Youth on Sunday evenings) 
• Large lobby/gathering Area  
• Kitchen 
• Prayer room available to be used 24/7 
• Administrative office space 
• Designed for future expansion into dotted line (expanding kids/youth area as well as 

expanding worship space within already existing structure) 
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DETAILS OF FUNDING FOR BUILDING 
PROJECT 
 

• In March 2018 Embrace Church contracted with Generis, Inc. to coach and guide our 
leadership through a two-year giving initiative to fund construction of the building.   

 
• In June 2018, the leadership of Embrace also embarked on a “Quiet Phase” to learn 

of early commitments from leading givers within Embrace and beyond the church as 
well.  These early conversations were encouraging and these efforts remain 
ongoing.  

 
• The “Public Phase” will begin on October 7th and culminate with a Commitment 

Sunday on November 4th, 2018.  Gifts for these commitments will then be received 
through December 2020.  We will communicate that this should be “expanded” 
giving, meaning gifts that are above and beyond a persons normal giving.   

 
TWO PRIMARY GOALS OF THE GIVING INITIATIVE 
 

1. 100% Participation from the Embrace Church body. 
2. To fund the construction costs for the estimated $3.4 million project.  This will 

require raising a minimum of $2 million through the giving initiative.   
 
FURTHER DETAILS 
 

• Our Finance Team has performed an extensive study of giving data as well as future 
expense projections for after we take possession of a building.  Based on these 
findings and current conditions the Finance Team has recommended that Embrace 
not acquire a debt amount that exceeds $1.5 million for this project.  Our Executive 
Team reviewed and accepted this recommendation in June 2018.    

 
• At the completion of the public phase and after financial commitments are received 

in November, the Building Team, Finance Team and Executive Team will work 
together to determine the appropriate next steps and timing to move forward with 
the project.  

 
• Much work has been happening behind the scenes to prepare for the public phase 

of the giving initiative to start October 7th.  The following document outlines the 
“Why?” of this project and the vision for “Immeasurably More”.  



As we have embodied this mission 

we have witnessed God’s love 

breaking in to awaken, redeem 

and restore people’s lives all 

around us.  While this has 

been unfolding among us 

in beautiful ways, God has 

planted a longing deep in 

the heart of Embrace for 

immeasurably more.  We long 

to see God’s kingdom break in to 

redeem and restore more lives, more 

families and more broken places in ways 

beyond anything we could ever ask or imagine.

FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, OUR HEART 
HAS BEEN ABOUT JOINING JESUS TO 

EMBRACE PEOPLE  &

A PERMANENT CHURCH HOME TO:

EMBRACE
MORE PEOPLE

EMPOWER
MORE DISCIPLES

ENGAGE
MORE OF OUR COMMUNITY

  • Stable and permanent 

     presence signifying our long-

     term commitment to embrace 

     more people with Christ’s love.

  • Greater visibility and access in a 

     strategic location of our 

     community.

  • Eliminate temporary location 

     barriers to increase focus and 

     margin for investment in people.  

  • A home base to empower and 

     send disciples into life on 

     mission with Jesus.

  • Consistent and safe space 

     intentionally designed for kids 

     and youth ministry.

  • Space that fosters community 

     and relationships for Sunday 

     worship gatherings and 

     throughout the week. 

  • A flexible, functional, multi-
     purpose facility will expand 
     capacity to engage and bless 

     our community in practical ways. 

  • A powerful resource we can 

     leverage to love, serve and 

     extend hospitality to our 
     neighbors and community 

     however God leads.  

WE BELIEVE THE NEXT STEP TOWARDS SEEING 
IMMEASURABLY MORE UNFOLD IS TO BECOME 
ROOTED IN A PERMANENT CHURCH HOME.  

While a permanent church home is not the vision itself, it is 

a significant resource that we believe will help to accomplish 
this mission and vision with even greater impact.

EMPOWER DISCIPLES



100% 
PARTICIPATION
A vision of this magnitude 

will require all people who 

consider Embrace their 

church home to stand 

together with a personal 

financial commitment 
beyond normal giving.

YOUR PART IN 
IMMEASURABLY MORE

Ask God to show you how he desires for 

you to give from the resources entrusted 

to you for this vision.  Also pray that God 

would multiply our efforts in embracing 

people and empowering disciples to 

see immeasurably more Kingdom-

breakthrough in our community and 

beyond. 

PRAY

For what God has compelled you to 

give, take whatever bold steps are 

required to see it through.   

Stand side-by-side with Embrace 

Church and make your commitment 

to IMMEASURABLY MORE on 

Commitment Sunday, November 4th, 

2018.  

www.embraceauburn.org

“NOW TO HIM WHO IS ABLE 
TO DO IMMEASURABLY 

MORE THAN ALL WE ASK 
OR IMAGINE, ACCORDING 

TO HIS POWER THAT IS AT 
WORK WITHIN US, TO HIM BE 
GLORY IN THE CHURCH AND IN 
CHRIST JESUS THROUGHOUT 
ALL GENERATIONS, FOR EVER 

AND EVER! AMEN.” 
EPHESIANS 3:20

COMMIT

GIVE

OUR GOALS

WAYS TO GIVE

FUND BUILDING 
PROJECT
Our goal is to fund the 

estimated total project 

cost of 3.4 million.  This will 

require raising a minimum 

of $2 million over a two-

year season of intentional 

giving, ending December 

2020.

We are prepared to receive gifts of cash or check as well as 

financial securities, real estate, other appreciated assets, 
and grants.

Learn more about our Immeasurably 

More journey at embraceauburn.org/

immeasurablymore and follow along 

on Facebook and Instagram:

@embraceauburn

LEARN MORE


